Approved For Release 2001/07/27 : CIA-RDP75-00149R00060033®^^ 


FOIAb3b 



Appr 


CPYRCHT 


Conversations^ 
with Philby ^ 


‘I’ll swap 
my book 
for the 
Kroger s’ 


P USING the past jew weeks, 
here have been persistent 
umours that the “ memoirs " 
»/ the Sovie t spy Kim Phil by 
| ire about to be j published in 
he West. Philby appears to 
| lave made a number oj con- 
acts with Western publish- 
ing organisations, and there 
s also evidence that the 

[ f S has been pushed by 
ffictal Russian sources. 

Recently , the Sunday Times 
cos offered the chance to 
>ublish an 80.000-ioord manu- 
script by Philby. After con- 
sideration, we decided that 
| re could not justify such a 
tep to ourselves. The 

I question of financial reward 
ras not the decisive one — 
J hi/by marie it clear that he 
ras not interested in money 
or himself. It tens rather a 
| natter that memoirs fnnn 
his admitted KGB officer . 
’outri only be a deliberate 
| it tempt to damage Western 
nterests, including Western 
ntelligence organisations. 

However , we did take steps 
o ascertain what sort of 
|>mnttscTip£ Philby teas offer- 
ng. It turns out to be not 
limply his memoirs — but 
■other an indictment of 

t Western secret operations 
qamsi the Soviet Union. 
945-55, 

Two weeks ago, Murray 
iayle was in Moscow on a 
cienttfic feature assignment 
| or the Sunday Tinies Colour 
lagazine. Philby met S&yle 
evtrral limes, during these 

I neetings, Philby fnade the 
imarkable suggestion that 
e. might u>i thcfrYne his book 
| the Sor'iet spfips Peter ond 
Jeten Kroger wtre exchanged 
lor (> erald Brooke. (Trie 
kroyeis were sentenced in 
Torch 1961 to twenty years 

J or espionage Brooke uxfs 
entenced in July 1065 to. a 
ear’s imprisonment and four 
etprs in a labour camp J 
'nf&estionM of an JBcchange 
-Iqgefrsgn . 

t* Murm 

nos WtO I Pm! big 
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‘ I am a K G 15 
officer ’ 

Mp 1 rmsf m i i m rgyrrm min i 

I’ ulhy was a telephone call in 
nit’ room at tin- Teniti tradsks . a 
II *t el in Mo;. 'ia\ on< ol iht <• 
in mellously indy woMin^-caki* 

I* ilding* in tin* Stai n tiuth » 

>1 He of the dirties. 

1 picked up the telephone 
a (1 heai'< 1 a slr.m^e choking 
m und, :is il someone id the 
o' her end wa> li ving to say 
m met In iie. 'limn the unknown 
f. 11m hum: lip The i.ini'' Unn^ 
h ppmed fivr minutes later- a 
1 1 the same vmiiil. a i lick 
a: id lienee. The third tune. I 
P iked up the telephone and 
slid, on the off-chance. “Mr 
Piilby?*' “ Speak] n;:' ” -tod 
I* ulby, quite distinctly th.s 
tine, and after a few seconds' 
p elitninane.s. we ainin.e] lo 
u eet in ltmmi 43u at the Al.u-k 
Hotel cm (iorky It ulevar I it he 
“ Broadway ot Ahi.scow j, aL 
S o’clock the same nip lit 

I knocked, the door op« tied, 
a id there was Ploib>. Minium 
w ith hand outstretched. 1 
went in and took off my smiw- 
niwdered hat. and mat. 

T le room was completely 
hue except for two chairs 
aid a table on di.di stood 
a briefcase, a bottle of vodka 
a id two glasses. The table 

>■ otic! by a window w lii a 
t< -l.^inc ‘.lew o\ AUecow. j 

j d vi.ii - Nhininc uri the j 
! < )dl> w u.T .• m . I sj i!“ - ; 
o the hi enii .r in i: » d -it.OM-e j 
1 a. is is a To j h <h fi.iurc j 
cl'.. 'aid I*h:!h . ‘“This 

> i u’y iv :;nin^ -i anew here. ! 
(hue for ii drink? ’ 

I .iccepted )iis ofT r arid wo 
sit down I’hdhy Was dressed 
n sports coat and vrev flannels; 
h ’ is a coil! deoils n ,.'i. - . Vs 
a .'V'-at deal, and I:.- wei..-<;it 
.: i \ air and ruddv .• rnpVvi >n j 
- t . ; t \ :ta: 'y an ! • ry \ "f'.e | 

■ I Hr 'peaks c\iu*ti> a.' i j 

ril'd '!i r \ 1 -e-c, -t j 

•••••oil. .d'-ui! Mo I'u-w.M el. { 

p my superiors i.e j 

. \ v mj roi leagues, an i • ' ■> 
r , |\ III OU1 CO IIVIT sat I (M i he 
e od.oned “I ain . serving 
o V. r/ Of the h (1 Li. .is you pro- 
hiiiiv know.’ He made no secret 
(Vjti tin «rd cm pdgt 2 
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Conversations 



( fiuliHUFU from }>age I 

>f his K G B employment and 
told me at one stage he had 
been on the telephone with hi* 
employers! . 

Afti'r Phil by said that he 
worked Tor the KGB I took the 
opportunity to make my position 
rle.ir. t did not propose to con- 
duct a formal interview in the 
sense ot asking him « set of 
questions, hurtlttt I held myself 
free to wri to mm account of our 
meeting at HotJio subsequent 
time; and that I did not think 
there was any point in our 
debating the merits or other- 
wise of tommunism, or in my 
ottering him any comments on 
the career lie had chosen. He 
said in reply that he would 
assume that it was possible that 
I worked for some Western 
Intelligence service, (He subse- 
quently said: “ l naturally look 
precautions against any rough 
stuff — you would not have got 
ten vards down the street. '*) 
Hut he seemed, at the time, 
quite relaxed 

Wr* met subsequently at a 
number of restaurants nomi- 
nated hv Philby. During these 
Jnuc Russian meals vodka, w ine 
and brandy flowed freely, and 
Philby talked lengthily.' even 
compulsively. He is dearly a 
sociable \\ pr of drinker and he 
seem-, to have an iron head; I 
could detect no change in his 
alertnesj, or joviality as the 
waiters arrived with relays of 

three hundred grammes of 

vodka or six hundred grammes 
ot Armenian brandy. 

The conversations which fol- 
low took place in no particular 
"i dei. and i present them witii- 
«>ui further comment of my <,wn. 

Gerald Brooke and the 
Krugers. Philby raised this suh- 
M‘i I himself. spontaneously. 
“There was an interesting sug- 
gc Inin in 'the Kronornisf.” he 
•-a.d “ Che ideo was that l 

would he prepared to withdraw 
mv inaimse ript if the Kroger* 
were exchanged for Brook c. Jf 
Dial were i n I art a condition of 
Hie Kroger-, being lelra-ed, of 
• mir-e I would vvjtlidraw niy 

b-iiik “ 

I n-keii, “ ts {hot a message 
tor -miird no? T) () you want that 
fu- < d on ‘ ' Philby replied. 

' it «;i- i*j-| .in jt lea I had.” 

I a. ked, “ Why are you so anxi- 
ous to make I his exchange with 
liin Krogers? ” 

I'hiifov: “Our position is that 
the Kroger* are innocent of the 
charges on which thry were 
convicted. They wore personal, 
not political friends of Gordon 
Lon -dale We don't dispute that I 
j people like < Jordon and Colonel 
Abel were our agents, highly ! 
skilled prnt'c&smnaK but we j 
cannot agree that the Krugers . 
were the top-level agent* they J 
an- being represented as. or in- \ 
■" '! «ur agents at all except 
n the sense of being friends 1 
o Lou -dale's." j 

T asked. “ Dirt yon write l 
Lonsdale's memoirs?’' I 

Plulhv: “ Gordon is a very < 
t. dented fellow’ but he is no 1 
Iiterarv man. I looked over his 1 
m.tniwnpt.' Continuing on the s 
Kroger®, he said: ** We hrar that 1 
they are deteriorating in prison. s 
Kroger, we are informed, is c 
ci vc red in eczema. The condi- f 
rons they are being held under s 
arc inhumanly severe” t 

l said. *' I suppose a very t 
'•>r e\o is being kept on L 
them after the escape of your I 
friend Blake.'* ' c 

Phrtby: “Perhaps, fn any ” 
event. w# cortijfler thii b 
^change could well tike place. 1< 


» pity about Brooke, he really 
was a silly fellow. He got 
involved with the NTS (The 
’'People’s labour Front”, a 
venerable Russian refugee 
organisation) and they gave him 
a list of people to contact who 
were supposed to be working 
inside the Soviet Union. We 
have penetrated what is left of 
the NTS s-d thoroughly that the 
very first person he contacted 

a a K C H man. All this came 
at Brooke's trial and is 
known in the West.” 

I said, “ There seems to be a 
feeling in the West that Brooke 
was more or less innocently 
handing out anti-Commumst 
literature and was grabbed by 
your people in order to exchange 
him off for the Krugers.” 

Philby: “Well, check it out 
with any of your Russian-speak- 
ing colleagues here in Moscow.” 
(I did: Philby's version of 
Brooke's activities seemed to 
square with the reports of 
people who attended his trial.) 

Philhy continued: ” Now, the 
NTS really belongs to the 
CIA. It used to be financed 
by the S 1 S but it was handed 
over to the C I A some time in 
1950, 1 ought to know — it was 
me who handed it over. This 
certainly makes Brooke some 
sort of -Western agent, doesn't 
it? It's up to you and the 
Americans to decide who wants 
him back ” 

I said ” Are you helping 
things along by ill-treating 
Brooke, as you are reported to 
l»c doing rn the West'’ ” Philby: 

” In the first place Brooke Is 
our prisoner and we arp treating 
him in accordance with Soviet 
laws, not your laws. He is being 
treated like any other prisoner 
would ho in his position. After 
all, he is in prison. Von don’t 
expect to get all this (indicating 
a table spread with vodka, 
raviare and wine) in prison. 
Prisons tend to be unpleasant 
places. Thais why I always 
took good care to keep out of 
them.” 

T asked, “ Does this suggestion 
that you would withdraw your 
hook if the Kroger* were ex- 
changed come from your 
.superiors? ” 

Philby: ■' No, It is niy 

own idea. I Teel I would 
I ke to do whatever I can per- 
sonally to get these people out. 


adult life. The fight agtfnst 
fasditn and the fight against 
Imperialism were, fundament- 
ally, the same fight.” 

Daniel and Smyanky, the 
Imprisoned Writers: “! -was 
completely against It, I theoght 
the whole thing wu a regret- 
table reversion to the old spirit. 
Of course, they were guilty as 
charged, smuggling their 
criticism of the Soviet Union 
abroad to be published. They 
should have got a week in jail, 
or perhaps a public censure 
from their colleagues m the 
Writer*’ Union. What’s the 
point of sending them to a 
labour camp? But you have to 
make some allowances for what 
these Russians have been 
through at the hands of foreign 
invaders — they're sensitive on 
the area of their own people 
getting involved with 
foreigners. You can understand 
even if you don’t agree. The 
old spirit survives here and 
there, but you'll have to admit 
these sentences were against 
the whole direction things have 
been taking here.” 

His book. “ My book is about 
RO.OOO words long. No more than 
right pages are political, in the 
sense of discussing the merits 
of Communism. Of course, 
many young people became 
Communists in the early 
‘thirties: the question, in my 
case Is why I remained one, and 
saw it through to the end, 
through the Stalin period and 
everything else. I make my 
position clear on these matters. 
The main part of my book is 
an account of my work with the 
SIS, CIA and FBI in my 
years in the West. I name 
the colleagues I was involved 
with, but not in an unkindly 
way, I hope: just setting down 
the facts. I think the truth 
should come out.” 

T said, ” Your superiors must 
think this publication will help 
the Soviet side.” Philby: ” Of 
course: I am a serving officer 
of the KGB. Naturally, I say 
nothing shout my work for the 
KGB in my book, and my his- 
tory becomes rather general 
after about 1955 — 1 have to 
think about protecting our own 
operations after that date ” 
Africa. " One of the happiest 
day* of my life was the fall 
of Kwame Nkrumah — not that 


Perhaps two for one seems a >1 have anything against the 
bad bargain in the West, but we P oor chap personally, but I 

will just have to face the fact think we made some serious 

that the Western side always Mistakes there, 
comes out worst in this type of ” 1 was * sk<,d writ ® APABkr J 
exchange, for the simple reason the African situation I 

that we have more, and better generally soon after I arrived j 

agents than you have.^ We get in Moscow-— one of my first job# | 

I ' r* J 1 A ~ a n._a 'J'- » ■ fiw a wmm 4 a ■ m 


Colonel Abe), a flrst-clsus Jhin, 1 * tJift KftB h*rt» a matter 
for Garjtf-Towers, who waroaty °* f*ct. I took a generally 
a pilot, for the simple reason cautious line. By all means 


a pilot, for the #imple reason 
that You have no fine as good 
as Abel over here for u* to 
catch. We will just have to face 
up to the fact# of life,” . 

Hlaielf: “I love life. 4om<m 


gives these new African states a 
reasonable amount of financial 
aid, «nd technical assistance 
on real projects which actually j 
exist and look capable of shew- ] 
Ing results. Bu I warned, don't j 


and children, food and drink, X, get deeply involved. No heaw 
love aH Dial and I want other arms shipments, no complicated 
P n°P 1 u° f®Te to. enjoyit technical equipment needing 
all lo the full too said Philby. otir people to keep it running — 
I asked him how he felt about aircraft, for example. Well, we 
leaving his own family. “I did got deeply invoked, and 
suppose I am really two people ” look at the shambles that 
he sain. I am a private per- resulted — big projects we 
aon and a political person. Of financed crumbling to piace* 
course, if there Is a conflict, the our aircraft never get off the 
political person ccmes first ~ I ground. Millions of roubles 
said this sounded one of the down the drain. T was sorry 
bleakest, saddest things I had to see Nkrumah followed by 
heard anyone say for a long the people who are in there 
time. He shrugged his shoulders. now, but at any rate I was 
I asked how he reacted to the proved right. Our policy in 
charge that he wu • trait&K Africa now i* watch, help but 
”To betray, you must first no deep inrolvimistt. 
belong ' he said ” I never be- Incidentally, the Chinese seem 
longed. I have followed exactly to have done even worse than 

la m n lin* t ntn *■ - “ 
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